
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crop Conditions as of November 3, 2011 
 

The 2011 crop season in Alberta is coming to an end, with harvest practically wrapped up in all areas of 

the province. Completion of harvest this year is about a month behind most years. This is attributed mainly 

to the cool, wet weather in spring and early summer, which resulted in delayed crops throughout the 

growing season. Above seasonal temperatures during September and October allowed most crops to 

mature and be harvested. However, with the recent cool, damp weather, many crops in the northern part of 

the province were taken off in damp and tough condition and required drying. Table 1 below presents 

estimates of harvest progress by region.  

 

Provincially it is estimated that 99 per cent of the crop is now in the bin, compared with 91 per cent two 

weeks ago. Producers in the Peace and North West Regions have made good progress since the last report, 

and are now estimated to be 97 per cent and 98 per cent complete, respectively. This compares to 60 per 

cent in Peace Region and 83 per cent in North West Region two weeks ago. Overall, provincial average 

yields are estimated to be above their 10-year averages, with quality reported as mostly good. There have 

been reports in some areas of ergot in wheat and high green seed count in canola.   

 

The condition of fall seeded crops is reported as 40 per cent good, 19 per cent excellent, 31 per cent fair 

and 10 per cent poor. 

 

Provincially, feed supplies are anticipated to be very good. Stores of forages are estimated as adequate to 

surplus, with very few producers anticipating a shortfall. Feed grain reserves are also adequate to surplus, 

with no shortfall expected.  

 

Provincially, surface moisture is rated at 26 per cent poor, 42 

per cent fair, 25 per cent good and seven per cent excellent. 

Sub-surface moisture is rated at 11 per cent poor, 37 per cent 

fair, 39 per cent good and 13 per cent excellent.   
 

South Central N. East N. West Peace Alberta

Spring Wheat 100.0% 99.8% 99.8% 98.6% 98.8% 99.4%

Durum Wheat 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% -  -  100.0%

Oats 99.9% 98.9% 99.8% 97.6% 98.5% 98.8%

Barley 99.9% 99.6% 99.9% 97.9% 98.8% 99.2%

Canola 99.9% 99.7% 98.9% 97.1% 96.7% 98.5%

Dry Peas 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 99.5% 99.9%

All Crops 99.96% 99.66% 99.55% 97.59% 97.42% 99.12%

Source: Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development

Table 1:  Alberta Crop Harvest Progress, as of November 3, 2011

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks to Alberta Agricultural Fieldmen, staff of AFSC and the Alberta Ag-Info Centre for their partnership and contribution to the Alberta Crop Reporting Program.  

The precipitation map is compiled by Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development, Environmental Stewardship Division, Technology and Innovation Branch. 

 



  

 

Regional Assessments: 
The 2011 Alberta Crop Report Series continues to provide summaries for the following five regions: 
 

Region One:  Southern (Strathmore, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Foremost) 

 Virtually all the 2011 crop is in the bin, with only a very small amount of late seeded crops just being 

finished up. Yields for major crops are estimated to be near or above average, and quality is mostly good. 

The sugar beet harvest has just been completed, with good yields and excellent sugar content.  

 Feed supplies in the region are very good, with stores of both forage and feed grains expected to be adequate 

to surplus.  

 Surface moisture is rated at 28 per cent poor, 41 per cent fair, and 31 per cent in the good to excellent range. 

Sub-surface moisture is rated at 11 per cent poor, 45 per cent fair and 44 per cent good to excellent. Four per 

cent of fall seeded crops are in poor condition, with 18 per cent fair and 78 per cent good to excellent. 

Region Two:  Central (Rimbey, Airdrie, Coronation, Oyen) 

 With the exception of a few fields of cereal crops, and some hail and frost damaged canola with high green 

seed counts, harvest is complete in the region. Overall, yields are estimated to be above their 10-year 

averages, and quality is good. 

 There are ample supplies of hay and feed grains in the region, with both forage stores and feed grains 

expected to be adequate to surplus.  

 Soil moisture ratings have declined, with sub-surface moisture now rated at 15 per cent poor, 31 per cent 

fair, 40 per cent good, and 14 per cent excellent. Fall seeded crops are reported as six per cent in poor 

condition, 44 per cent in fair condition, and 50 per cent in good to excellent condition.. 

Region Three:  North East (Smoky Lake, Vermilion, Camrose, Provost) 

 Harvest is pretty well wrapped up in the region, with only a few fields delayed by hail damage and some 

immature patches of canola remaining. Heavy frost and rain showers in the northeast part of the region have 

resulted in recently harvested grains having to be dried. Yields for major crops in the region are estimated to 

be above average, and quality is good.   

 Feed supplies are mostly good in the region. Most producers expect to have adequate stores of forage and 

feed grains; however there are some areas which may have a shortfall.  

 Surface moisture in the region is estimated as 33 per cent poor, 46 per cent fair, 20 per cent good to 

excellent, and one per cent excessive. Sub-surface moisture reserves are reported as 19 per cent poor, 37 per 

cent fair, 37 per cent good, and seven per cent excellent. Fall seeded crops are reported as 30 per cent poor, 

48 per cent fair, and 22 per cent good. 

Region Four:  North West (Barrhead, Edmonton, Leduc, Drayton Valley, Athabasca) 

 Harvest is now 98 per cent complete in the region, with maturity of the remaining cereals and canola delayed 

due to re-growth from earlier hail and flood damage. Heavy frost and scattered showers have slowed 

combining in northern areas and caused crops to be in tough and damp condition. Overall, estimated crop 

yields are above average, with varying quality. Ergot is reducing wheat grades for some producers. 

 Feed supplies in the region are very good, with stores of both forage and feed grains expected to be adequate 

to surplus.  

 Sub-surface moisture conditions have declined since the last report, to 10 per cent poor, 56 per cent fair, 32 

per cent good and two per cent excellent. Very little fall seeded crop was planted this year. 

Region Five:  Peace River (Fairview, Falher, Grande Prairie, Valleyview) 

 Harvest has progressed quickly throughout the region, which is now 97 per cent complete, compared to 60 

per cent two weeks ago. Much of the grain harvested in the last two weeks is in tough and damp condition, 

and some producers are waiting for lower green counts in canola before combining. Yields for major crops 

in the region are estimated to be mostly above average, and quality is good.   

 Feed supplies in the region are good, with stores of both forage and feed grains expected to be adequate to 

surplus.  

 Strong winds have been drying up surface moisture, and sub-surface moisture conditions have declined 

slightly to 15 per cent fair, 46 per cent good, and 39 per cent excellent. Fall seeded crops are in excellent 

condition. 
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