
 

                                                                              

Crop Conditions as of May 9, 2017 (Abbreviated Report) 

 
Alberta experienced another week of favourable weather which further enhanced soil drying. Temperatures were 

generally above average and although showers were prevalent late in the reporting period, amounts were small. Saturated 

soils throughout the North East, North West and Peace regions continue to hamper field operations. Seeding is underway 

in all regions. Seeding progress has advanced to 13% of the province completed which is well behind the 5 year average 

of 33% but remains ahead of other recent years with significant delays such as 2011 (5%) and 2014 (9.5%). See Table #1. 

Approximately 1.4% of crops have emerged. 

Good progress has been made on the harvest of the 2016 snowed under acres with 31% now removed, up from 7% last 

week. Approximately 820,000 acres still remain to be handled. Currently, 30% remain unharvested in the Central region, 

65% in the North East, 80% in the North West and 87% in the Peace. Combining is the harvest method of choice to date 

with 75% of cereals and 95% of canola removed by combining. The quality of the production is quite variable. 

Surface soil moisture ratings saw excessive moisture ratings decline by 4.5 percentage points to 18% of the province. See 

Table #2. This improvement has been offset by an increase in the Poor and Fair ratings in the South and Peace regions. An 

expanding area of dryness has developed in the central portion of the South region. See Map. 

The weather forecast for the upcoming reporting period is not promising. Above average temperatures early in the period 

will decline to below average starting Saturday and continue into mid next week. There is a high probability of showers in 

the South and Central regions starting Friday and continuing into early next week. For the area of Edmonton and north, 

showers and rain is forecast for the week end. 

Table 1: Alberta Seeding Progress as of May 9, 2017 (Abbreviated) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: AF/AFSC Crop Reporting Survey 

 

Table 2: Surface Soil Moisture Ratings as of May 9, 2017 

 Poor Fair Good Excellent Excessive 

South 1.9% 27.1% 29.5% 39.4% 2.1% 

Central 0.9% 8.1% 40.8% 43.8% 6.4% 

N East 0% 0% 10.4% 51.7% 37.9% 

N West 0% 0% 4.6% 57.1% 38.3% 

Peace 0% 13.8% 32.3% 33.5% 20.4% 

Average 0.8% 11.5% 25.0% 44.5% 18.3% 

Last Week 0.4% 6.6% 25.8% 44.4% 22.8% 

Last Year 14.2% 49.2% 30.9% 5.6% 0.1% 
Source: AF/AFSC Crop Reporting Survey 

 

Our thanks to Alberta Agricultural Fieldmen, staff of AFSC and the Alberta Ag-Info Centre for their partnership and contribution to the Alberta Crop Reporting Program. 
 

The precipitation map is compiled by Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Environmental Stewardship Branch, Engineering and Climate Services Section.. 

 % Seeded 
South Central N East N West Peace Average 

Spr. Wheat 40.4% 13.5% 2.9% 0.6% 1.5% 14.5% 

Barley 42.5% 7.5% 0% 0% 0% 15.7% 

Oats 34.6% 0.6% 0% 0% 0.1% 2.6% 

Canola 31.3% 6.9% 1.8% 0% 0.8% 7.5% 

Dry Peas 49.6% 23.5% 5.4% 1.2% 0.9% 26.3% 

Average 39.6% 10.2% 2.1% 0.2% 0.9% 12.8% 

Last Week 19.5% 0.5% 0% 0% 0% 5.7% 

Last Year 70.0% 51.0% 31.8% 26.0% 29.8% 44.8% 

5 Year Ave 58.0% 33.2% 18.3% 19.5% 15.0% 32.7% 



Note to Users: The contents of this document may not be used or reproduced without properly accrediting Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, 

Economics and Competitiveness Branch, Statistics and Data Development Section. 
The 2017 Alberta crop reporting series is available on the Internet at:  http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/sdd4191 

 

REGIONAL ASSESSMENTS: 
The 2017 Alberta Crop Report Series continues to provide summaries for the following five regions: 
 

Region One:  Southern (Strathmore, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Foremost) 

 Warm temperatures with some intermittent showers. 

 40% of seeding completed compared to 5 year average (2012 – 2016) of 58%. 6% of crops have emerged. 

 Significant decline in surface soil moisture ratings to 69% rated good/excellent from 82% last week. Amount of 

region rated fair rose by same 13 percentage points to 27%. 

 

  

Region Two:  Central (Rimbey, Airdrie, Coronation, Oyen) 
 Warm temperatures helped in warming soils and improving harvest opportunities of overwintered crops. 

 10% of the region has been seeded compared to the 5 year average of 33%. No emergence to date. 

 Surface soil moisture ratings declined to 84% rated good/excellent from 87% last week. Excessive 

moisture rating declined to 6%. Excessive moisture found principally in the NW corner of the region. 

 70% of unharvested acres have been taken off (~97,000 acres). 41,000 acres remain to be harvested. 

 75% of cereals harvested; 65% of canola harvested. 

 

 

Region Three:  North East (Smoky Lake, Vermilion, Camrose, Provost) 

 Warm, dry weather helped to dry soils throughout much of the region. 

 2% of region seeded versus 5 year average of 18%. No emergence reported. 

 Surface soil moisture ratings improved to 62% rated good or excellent as the area rated as excessive for 

moisture declined to 38% from 49% last week. 

 Harvest completed on 35% of the overwintered crops (~183,000 acres). Estimate 339,000 acres remain to 

be completed. 

 

 

Region Four:  North West (Barrhead, Edmonton, Leduc, Drayton Valley, Athabasca) 

 Fields remain too wet to get much seeding or harvesting underway. 

 Less than 1% of region has been seeded compared to 5 year average of 19%. 

 Excessive surface soil moisture ratings declined to 38% from 43% last week. Virtually all the remainder of 

the region is rated excellent (57%). 

 20% of unharvested crops have been taken off (~47,000 acres). 187,000 acres remain to be harvested. 

 

  

Region Five:  Peace River (Fairview, Falher, Grande Prairie, Valleyview) 
 Dry, windy weather helping to dry soils. 

 Less than 1% seeded in the region compared to 5 year average of 15%. 

 Excessive moisture declined from 25% in the previous week to 20% of the region.  

 13% of the overwintered crops harvested (~37,000 acres). 251,000 acres remain outstanding to harvest. 
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