Alberta Crop Report

Crop Conditions as of September 5, 2017

Harvest operations continue to benefit from the warm, dry weather which has encompassed much of the province. Light
precipitation did fall in northerly regions but amounts were small causing minimal delays. Harvest progress has advanced
to 32% of the province completed primarily on the progress in the South and Central regions (See Table #1). Harvest
progress in the North East, North West and Peace regions remain behind 5 year averages due to delayed maturity, but
preharvest work in the form of desiccant spraying and swathing of canola and cereals is in full swing. 31% of the spring
wheat crop has been harvested to date versus its 5 year average of 22%. Barley is 39% harvested compared to 22%
average, canola is 16% harvested versus its 5 year average of 12% and field peas are 78% complete compared to a 5 year
average harvest percentage of 83%.

The provincial yield index improved modestly to 95.1% (See Table #2). The yield index declined further in the South
region to 72.6% but rose in the Central to 96.0% on producers reporting better than expected yields. Yield indexes in the
North East, North West and Peace regions showed little change in this report.

Crop quality information is very preliminary with only one-third of harvest completed. Currently 92% of HRS wheat is
reported as grading 1 or 2 CW; 80% of the durum reported in #1 or #2 grades; 85% of barley as | CW or better; 88% of
canola grading 1-Canada; and 88% of field peas grading 1 or 2-Canada.

Table 1: Regional Crop Harvest Progress as of September 5, 2017

% Harvested

South  Central N East N West Peace Average
Spr. Wheat 68.3% 39.5% 10.2% 1.4% 12.8% 31.1%
Dur. Wheat 69.6% 58.4% 68.0%
Barley 78.4% 37.3% 7.3% 3.7% 8.6% 39.1% : \'
Oats 62.7% 26.1% 0% 0.1% 8.5% 11.3% - = o !
W. Wheat 99.2% 87.3% 100% 97.9% ; ’
Canola 52.1% 21.8% 8.4% 0% 3.8% 16.3%
Dry Peas 99.3% 87.2% 72.3% 60.4% 26.3% 77.8% e .
Mustard 58.6% 53.8% 57.1% ‘ Lo - ] T
Flax 38.8% 20.0% --- --- --- 29.8% ‘
Potatoes 8.4% 0% 10.0% 8.1%
Dry Beans 50.0% --- --- - - 50.0%
Lentils 78.3% 65.0% 50.0% 76.2% A 1
Region Ave. 69.1% 36.5% 11.9% 3.3% 8.2% 32.4% T ‘
Last Week 52.4% 14.1% 2.6% 0.7% 6.9% 17.8% |Grorwine season -
5 Year Ave. 40.1% 15.4% 13.8% 9.6%  21.6% 22.2% |asiansisom

Long Term Normal

Table 2: Dryland Yield Estimates (Major Crops) as of Sept 5, 2017 &=

Estimated Yield (bushel/acre)

South  Central N East N West Peace Alberta s 12 AN . } |
Spr. Wheat 33.1 46.5 55.2 57.7 43.2 46.2 meatyen oo e T -
Dur. Wheat 33.0 40.6 34.1 ) f
Barley 42.4 65.9 745 67.5 51.2 59.7
Canola 28.2 38.9 42.4 42.6 37.7 38.4
Dry Peas 30.4 44.3 47.6 45.9 45.6 39.3
Yield Index 72.6% 96.0% 108.6% 98.3% 111.2% 95.1%
Last Year 106.3%  120.5%  119.1% 109.6% 116.1%  114.1% | =eosmes
Source: AF/AFSC Crop Reporting Survey Vist weatherdata ca for additional maps and meteorobogical data

Our thanks to Alberta Agricultural Fieldmen, staff of AFSC and the Alberta Ag-Info Centre for their partnership and contribution to the Alberta Crop Reporting Program.
The precipitation map is compiled by Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Environmental Stewardship Branch, Engineering and Climate Services Section.
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REGIONAL ASSESSMENTS:

The 2017 Alberta Crop Report Series continues to provide summaries for the following five regions:

Region One: Southern (Strathmore, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Foremost)

e Harvest progress rose 17 points on the week to 69% complete, well ahead of the 5 year average of 40%. The
harvest of dryland crops is nearing completion leaving irrigated and special crops outstanding to harvest.

o 68% of the spring wheat has been harvested versus 5 yr average of 35%; Durum wheat at 70% compared to
34% average; Barley at 78% versus 45% average; Canola at 52% compared to 30% average; field peas are 99%
harvested versus 5 yr average of 92%.

e Yield index declined t072.6% from 75.5% due to crop yield reductions of 1.5 - 2.5 bu/acre on major crops.

e 80% of HRS wheat grading #1 or #2 CW; 77% of durum grading #1 or #2; 70% of barley grading 1 CW or
better; 66% of canola grading 1-Can; 91% of field peas in top 2 grades.

Region Two: Central (Rimbey, Airdrie, Coronation, Oyen)

e Harvest progress rose 22 points on the week to 36% complete, well ahead of the 5 year average of 15%.

e 39% of the spring wheat has been harvested versus 5 yr average of 12%; Durum wheat at 58% compared to
18% average; Barley at 37% versus 13% average; Canola at 22% compared to 13% average; field peas are 87%
harvested versus 5 yr average of 73%.

e Yield index rose to 96.0% from 87.7% due to crop yield increases of 3-6 bu/acre.

o 92% of HRS wheat grading #1 or #2 CW; 93% of durum grading #1 or #2; 88% of barley grading 1 CW or
better; 80% of canola grading 1-Can; 93% of field peas in top 2 grades.

Region Three: North East (Smoky Lake, Vermilion, Camrose, Provost)

e Harvest progress rose 9 points on the week to 12% complete, slightly behind its 5 year average of 14%.

o 10% of the spring wheat has been harvested versus 5 yr average of 17%; Barley at 7% versus 11% average;
Canola at 8% compared to 6% average; field peas are 72% harvested versus 5 yr average of 84%.

¢ Yield index was unchanged at 108.6%. Crop yield increased marginally for spring wheat and declined similarily
for barley and canola.

e 100% of HRS wheat grading #1 or #2 CW; 95% of barley grading 1 CW or better; 100% of canola grading 1-
Can; 86% of field peas in top 2 grades.

Region Four: North West (Barrhead, Edmonton, Leduc, Drayton Valley, Athabasca)

e Harvest progress rose 2 points on the week to 3% complete, behind its 5 year average of 10%.

o 1% of the spring wheat has been harvested versus 5 yr average of 14%; Barley at 4% versus 9% average;
Canola at 0% compared to 4% average; field peas are 60% harvested versus 5 yr average of 72%.

e Yield index was virtually unchanged at 98.3%. Crop yield increased for canola & Field peas and declined for
spring wheat and barley.

e 100% of HRS wheat is currently grading #1 or #2 CW; 97% of barley grading 1 CW or better; 61% of field
peas in top 2 grades; No canola harvested at this time.

Region Five: Peace River (Fairview, Falher, Grande Prairie, Valleyview)

e Light frost recorded in eastern and northern portions of the region on September 4.

e  Harvest progress rose 1 point on the week to 8% complete, behind its 5 year average of 22%.

o 13% of the spring wheat has been harvested versus 5 yr average of 27%; Barley at 9% versus 22% average;
Canola at 4% compared to 12% average; field peas are 26% harvested versus 5 yr average of 74%.

e Yield index was virtually unchanged at 111.2%. Crop yield increased for peas and declined for barley & canola.

o 97% of HRS wheat grading #1 or #2 CW; 91% of barley grading 1 CW or better; 100% of canola grading 1-
Can; 85% of field peas in top 2 grades.

Agriculture Financial Services Corporation James Wright, Risk Analyst
Actuarial, Analytics & Forecasting Unit E-mail: james.wright@afsc.ca
Lacombe, Alberta Phone: 403-782-8336

September 8, 2017

Note to Users: The contents of this document may not be used or reproduced without properly accrediting Alberta Agriculture and Forestry,
Economics and Competitiveness Branch, Statistics and Data Development Section.
The 2017 Alberta crop reporting series is available on the Internet at: http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/sdd4191
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